Searching for “Object reference not set to an instance of an object” in the bug database only resulted in four results.  Two didn’t include that text in the summary, one did but added get_ServerThread() and one was Windows 7 and related to Workbench.

In Visual Studio Community 2017:
1) Add
2) Add New Item
3) Web Form for C#
4) Toolbox > drag-and-drop a “GridView Data Object”
[image: ]
5) On Choose Data Source: drop down, select <New Data Source…>
6) Database
7) [bookmark: _GoBack]New Connection…
8) Data Source > Change
9) MySQL Database
10) Configure and “Test Connection” (which is successful):
[image: ]
11) Next (Save connection).
12) Next (Select Statement).
13) Test Query result in an error:
[image: ]
14) The connections DOES work with this connection string:
	Provider=Microsoft.Jet.OLEDB.4.0;Data Source="C:\Users\Steve-HP\...\documents.mdb"
and returns results on the Test Query screen:
	[image: ]
which is what leaves me to believe it is MySQL related (either programmatically or on my system).
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